Interdisciplinary cooperation:

methods of functional stylistics and normative theory of mass media

The general goal of the case study is to show that media present the news as purely
informative and fully objective, the texts, however, fail to meet these criteria. The specific
goal is to prove that it is possible to establish taxonomies of language means that have a
potential to implement into the news a function other than informative or to make the message
of the news incomprehensible. There are two underlying theories, mutually cooperating: a)
functional stylistics, and b) the normative theory of mass media.

According to functional stylistics the basic role of the news reporting is the informative
function. The normative theory of mass media explores the social frame in which the media,
including the news, operate (McQuail, 2005). The information quality concept established by
Jorgen Westerstahl (Westerstahl, 1983) shows a full compatibility with the linguistic view of
informative function. According to that concept a news reporting text must be truthful,
relevant, informative, balanced and neutral. Having in mind their position on the marked -
unmarked scale it is then possible to describe individual language devices. With that counts
the hypothesis of the project, which follows the linguistic means with the potential to violate
the information quality.

The proposed taxonomy serves as a universally applicable tool to identify language means
interfering with the rules of news information quality. The taxonomy has been used to analyse
the TV news broadcasted by public-service television in comparison with the commercial
television station TV Nova. For both stations the analysis identifies actual language means
interfering with the rules of information quality and shows the frequency of individual
trespasses, thus detecting the breaches of TV news reporting identity itself.
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